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WHITE RIBBON DAY 

Statement by Minister for Women�s Interests 

DR E. CONSTABLE (Churchlands � Minister for Women�s Interests) [2.01 pm]: Today is White Ribbon 
Day, a day when men throughout the world stand up to say no to violence towards women.  

Violence against women is one of the most widespread and serious abuses of human rights in Australia today. 
According to the Australian White Ribbon Foundation, 40 to 57 per cent of women will experience physical or 
sexual violence by a man at some time in their lives, yet many men see it as a women�s issue. 

We know that most men do not commit violence against women, and that most men know that rape and sexual 
assault are wrong. However, when violence occurs, the perpetrators are usually men and that is why men have a 
crucial role to play in eliminating the emotional, physical and sexual abuse of women. 

Violence against women is a men�s issue because it happens to the women in their lives�their wives, their 
mothers, their sisters, their daughters and their friends. It is a men�s issue because such violence hurts the 
reputation of the vast majority of men who are loving and caring partners, fathers, brothers and sons. It is a 
men�s issue because, as community leaders and decision makers, men play a key role in stopping violence 
against women. It is a men�s issue because men can speak out and step in when other men assault or attack 
women. Finally, it is a men�s issue because a minority of men treat women and girls with contempt and it is up 
to the majority of men to help create a culture in which this behaviour is totally unacceptable. 

We must all work to allow our girls and women to be free from threats of violence. 

White Ribbon Day was created by a handful of Canadian men in 1991, on the second anniversary of one man�s 
massacre of 14 women in Montreal. The white ribbon campaign was begun by men to urge other men to speak 
out against violence towards women. Their message remains strong and today hundreds of thousands of white 
ribbons will be worn by men and women around the world who want to eliminate violence against women by 
promoting cultural change. 
 


